
WEEK 1- CHANGED LIVES 

Welcome to the 2016 Fall Semester of Small Groups at Area 10!  It is our prayer that over the next 
few months your group becomes a safe space where meaningful conversations about God and life 
can take place. 
 
Over the next few weeks, we will take a deeper look at the three major areas that Area 10 uses to 
measure our success-  Changed Lives, Committed Leaders, and Community Impact. 

As we forge ahead in this next season at Area 10 with the capital campaign and expansion of our 
facilities, we want to remind ourselves why we exist in the first place. We want to focus on how this 
expansion increases our ability to see God change lives and impact the community of Richmond. 

Over the past 8 years, we’ve seen God use Area 10 to change countless lives. We’ve experienced 
hundreds of baptisms, seen every area of our ministry grow and expand, watched God heal 
marriages, families, and deepen the faith of many. 

According to Ephesians 3:14-4:3, God uses the power of the Holy Spirit (3:16), the person of Christ 
within us (3:17-20), and the encouragement of the faith community (4:1-3) to help believers grow in 
their faith. As you get to know each other this first week, be open to sharing how God has used 
these elements (Jesus, Spirit, Church) to impact your own faith and story. 

Paul doesn’t say “always try to be right,” but rather asks us to “be eager to maintain unity,” something 
that takes a little bit of work and intentionality and a whole lot of grace. We must learn to move 
beyond our first impressions of people, hear their stories, and strive for unity in the midst of 
differences. 

As a reminder, don’t feel pressured to get through each and every question during your time together. 
Use them as a guide to explore Scripture and share life with each other. 



ICEBREAKER:  
Story Card: What picture do you think best represents someone’s first impression of you? 

(If you don’t have Story Cards, just phrase the question: What do you think is the first impression 
people have of you? Do you think it’s accurate?) 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What people or events in your life have influenced your picture of God the most? 

READ EPHESIANS 3:14-4:3 

2. In this passage, Paul connects our lives being changed to the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
presence of Jesus in our lives, and consistently being part of a faith community. What do you 
think is the connection between investing in relationships with others and growing in your 
relationship with God? Why do you think God set things up that way? 

3. In what ways have you seen someone’s involvement in a church community change who they 
are? (the person could be you) 

4. Have you ever judged someone based on a first impression only to change your mind when you 
heard more of that person’s story? What was it about their story that changed your mind?  

5. How do you think sharing your story with someone might change their first impression about you?  

6. What are you hoping to get out of the next 12 weeks together? (greater friendships, deeper faith, 
greater understanding of Scripture, etc.)


