
AREA 10 FAITH COMMUNITY

Prayer Guide



The BEYOND campaign is about so much more than  
just raising money to buy a building. It is a reboot of 
sorts; a way to come together to refocus on our mission, 
our vision, and most importantly, our Savior. 

We believe that God is up to something not only in 
providing physical space for us to grow, but in bringing 
us to this place of growing spiritually through the 
BEYOND campaign. 

This guide is a way to help you think through some  
of the issues, values, challenges, and ideas that make 
Area 10 the place that it is, and to help you see how  
the Lord might be calling you to grow with us. 

It’s written to give you some things to think about  
and some things to do. Each weekday, set aside a few 
moments to read and reflect on the ideas that are pre-
sented. Ask the Lord how he wants to speak to you,  
and then listen to what he has to say. 

There are some scriptures to memorize, some ques-
tions to answer, and each weekend, there are instructions 
about how to do a prayer walk, to get you out in the 
community, engaging with the people and places we  
are called to serve with love beyond reason. 

At the end of these four weeks, we’ll come together  
at Cartwheels & Coffee for a 24-hour prayer event to 
focus our hearts and minds before Commitment Sunday 
on October 9.

We hope that this guide is encouraging and challeng-
ing, and that through it, you are inspired to give, grow, 
and serve with us. Let’s do this.
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WEEK ONE

Day 1: Dreams
What dreams did you have when you were younger?  
Was there something specific you wanted to do “one day”?

Did those dreams come true? Have you stopped dream-
ing? What do you think the reason for that might be?

Is there a dream that God might be whispering to your 
heart right now? What if you cleared out some space in your 
life? In your calendar? What passion might you discover, 
whether it’s a flicker or a burning fire, if you gave it some air? 

Take a few minutes to just dream. Turn off your phone, 
close your computer, take a walk if you can. Just get away 
from the hustle for a moment and start to listen to your 
heart. What is it saying to you? 

Do you believe that God can accomplish much more 
than you can dream? Is it hard for you to imagine that? 
What kind of resistance do you encounter when you start 
thinking about your dreams?

Ask God to speak to your heart. To whisper in your 
mind. To light a flame, no matter how small, and to begin 
to bring light and warmth to some area of your life where 
you might have given up. 

Just listen and see what he has to say to you. 

Day 2: Resistance
We talked yesterday about encountering resistance when 
we start to think about our dreams. What kind of resis-
tance do you encounter? Is it fear? Pride? Shame? Does it 
keep you from pursuing the dreams that God may have 
laid on your heart? Or does it keep you from dreaming  
at all in the first place?
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What do you think might be the function of that 
resistance? Should you ignore it? Listen to it? Or maybe 
let it challenge you to sharpen your thinking and deepen 
your understanding of what God is calling you to?

Ephesians 3:20-21 says, “Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, accord-
ing to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all genera-
tions, for ever and ever.”

So, if God gives us a dream, what is the purpose of it? 
What is it for? Well, from this verse, we might conclude 
that our dreams are for His glory. So what if the dreams 
that are in your heart were put there by God in order  
to demonstrate his love and power and character to the 
world? And what happens if you ignore them? If you shut 
them down? If you walk away? Who might God be trying 
to reach, to draw to himself, through the dream he has 
given you? Think about it. And ask him to show you  
how to begin trusting him with that dream. And then ask  
him to show you how to take the first step, however small, 
toward following him toward it. Because I’ll bet that 
following Jesus as he leads you in pursuit of your dreams 
will not only draw other people to him, but it  
will lead you to his heart as well. Lean in.

Day 3: The Family of God
Read Acts 16:13-25. Which of these people do you relate  
to the most? Which would you have the hardest time 
relating to? How does it make you feel to know that the 
family of God is made up of all of these kinds of people? 
Grateful? Nervous? Guilty? Annoyed? How do you 
usually respond to people who are very different from 
you in these ways? How do you think God would like  
for us to relate to each other?
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If you’re like most people, your family is probably not  
a homogeneous group of like-minded people. There are 
probably some stark differences between your family 
members. There’s that one uncle. Or your sister.  
Or maybe it’s you that’s different. If you are a parent  
(or even if you’re not) can you imagine how God feels about 
his very diverse and colorful family? How do you think  
he would speak to us about our differences? 

Families are hard. We don’t really get to choose who’s 
in and who’s out, even though sometimes we try to.  
And many of those times are the darkest in our histories.  
But the thing that makes families great, even when their 
differences are many, is their love for each other and their 
loyalty to one another. 

As we think about the BEYOND campaign, and the 
value of love beyond reason, let’s also let it challenge us  
to look beyond our differences. Beyond the things that 
separate us to find the things that make us the same.  
To search for Jesus and in the process, find each other. 

Day 4: This Church
The family of God is the Church, but just like our own 
families, they don’t all live in the same house. We have 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents that live in other 
places. They are still family, but usually they are walking 
out a different life journey than we are. They have differ-
ent jobs, different homes, different experiences. The 
decisions and dreams we have for our own household 
belong specifically to us. 

In a similar way, Area 10 isn’t the family of God, but  
we are part of it. And the dreams and calling that God 
gives to us belong specifically to us. He has brought us  
to this place, in this time, with the resources and vision  
to follow him in a particular path. That’s what the 
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BEYOND campaign is all about. It’s about us listening  
to God, following the dreams he has placed in our hearts, 
and trusting that he will change the hearts and lives of 
our friends and neighbors in Richmond and beyond as  
we lean in to his leading.

Would you join us in praying about how you can 
participate in this dream? There are gifts and experiences 
and resources that God has given to you specifically,  
that he wants to use to draw people to himself. Ask him  
to show you how he wants to lead you, and then ask him 
for the courage and the clarity to follow. 

Day 5: Write it on your heart
In Romans 12:2, the Apostle Paul (the Jew who followed 
Jesus with a love beyond reason that led him all over the 
world and to all kinds of different people) said, “Be trans-
formed by the renewal of your mind”. That means to 
think different thoughts. And our thoughts will shape 
our hearts and our character. 

Today, take some time just reading over Ephesians 
3:20-21 and work on committing it to memory. Maybe 
you’ll read and recite a phrase at a time, until you can say 
it without prompting. You could write it on a 3x5 card 
and tape it to your computer monitor or your kitchen 
window or the door of your locker. 

Ask God to use it to transform your thoughts and your 
heart, and to give you the faith to believe that it really is 
true, even in your life. 
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Weekend: Prayer Walk
Take a walk around your neighborhood, office, school,  
or maybe around The Byrd Theater. As you walk, ask 
God to do three things:
1. To give you clarity and courage to follow him in the 

dreams he has placed on your heart, for his glory and 
the benefit of the world around you.

2. To help you to understand the love he has for his 
diverse and colorful family in this place, and to teach 
you how to better walk alongside those who are 
different from you.

3. To show you how you can use the gifts, experiences, 
and resources he has given specifically to you in  
order to live out, along side your Area 10 family,  
the mission of loving him, our city, and our world 
beyond reason.
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WEEK TWO

Day 1: Leadership
Do you think of yourself as a leader? Maybe you’re the 
kind of person who’s always stepped forward in a group. 
Maybe you’re a risk-taker, a trailblazer. Or maybe that’s 
not you at all. Maybe you expend great amounts of energy 
trying not to draw attention to yourself. But even if that’s 
the case, there’s someone in your life who is influenced  
by you, for better or worse. 

If it’s true that everything rises and falls on leadership, 
what happens if you don’t choose to be intentional about 
your influence? How does it affect your home? Your 
workplace? Your social circle? 

In Matthew 28, Jesus lays out some pretty clear direc-
tions for his followers. And those directions can sound 
pretty intimidating. The ends of the earth? Teaching 
them to obey? I can’t even teach my dog to obey! But right 
there in the same breath he gives us a pretty awesome 
promise. He says that he will be with us. How long? 
Always. To the end of the age.

Take a moment and ask God to show you where your 
influence lies. And then ask him to show you how to be 
intentional with it. You know what Jesus has told us to do, 
but maybe you’re just not sure what it looks like in your 
life. Ask him to show you. And then ask him to help you 
have the courage to begin walking in it, one step at a time. 

Day 2: Being bold
Leaders are bold. At some point, when you’re in the 
position to be making decisions and giving directions, 
you have to make tough calls. And sometimes you have  
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to make them without all of the information. Whether 
you’re a business owner or a classroom teacher or a team 
captain or a parent- leaders make decisions. 

When Peter and John were in the custody of the  
Jewish leaders, as it’s told in Acts 4:8-12, they had no way 
of knowing how that situation was going to turn out.  
But they knew what they believed, they were clear about 
their purpose, and they chose to speak and act accord-
ingly, whether it got them out of that tough situation  
or not. That’s leadership. 

Sometimes, we don’t know how a situation is going to 
play out before we have to make a decision. Every time, in 
fact. We can calculate and deliberate and gather the facts, 
and we should, but at some point, the time for deliberating 
is over and a decision has to be made. When you get  
to that point, what will your choice be based on? Fear?  
The approval of others? Or faith in a God who is bigger 
than our fears and who has promised to be with us always?

Ask God today to grow in you a boldness that is bigger 
than the challenges that will come, even when you’re afraid. 

Day 3: Get in the game
Not many of us were born to be extraordinary. We read 
books and watch movies and hear stories about people 
who have accomplished amazing things, and we are 
inspired by them. But sometimes we’re also discouraged 
by them. It’s not hard to look at someone who has 
achieved great things and think, “I’ll never be that  
good.” And sometimes we let that idea keep us from 
attempting to do anything at all. It’s easy to let our sense 
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of inadequacy keep us from getting in the game.  
But that’s not what we were created for. 

Jesus has given his followers this incredibly huge job  
to do, and it’s gonna take all of us using all of our resources 
to get it done. But here’s the thing. It’s actually him that’s 
doing the work. He just uses us to carry it out. We don’t 
have the power, the wisdom, the influence over the 
human heart and the course of history that’s needed  
to “make disciples of all nations”. But he does. And he’s 
asking us to get in the game. 

Day 4: Like Jesus
Do you ever find yourself acting or speaking a little differ-
ently than usual? Maybe you’ve traveled to another coun-
try or culture, or just another place in the US where they 
talk a little different? Like maybe you say “coke” instead of 
“pop” or maybe you call it a pocketbook instead of a wallet? 
Maybe you’ve started saying “y’all” since you’ve lived in 
Richmond. When we spend time around people who  
speak a certain way, we start to pick up the accent. The 
same thing happens with habits, routines, and customs 
— the people we surround ourselves with rub off on us.

So, when we read in Acts 4:13 that the people around 
them “took note” or “recognized” that Peter and John had 
been with Jesus, I think it’s because they had acquired 
something of his accent. Not in their voices or mannerisms, 
but in their presence. In their boldness. In their gentleness. 

If we are going to be leaders who look and act and 
sound like Jesus, it’s going to be because we’ve spent 
enough time with him that he’s started to rub off on us. 
When his thoughts become our thoughts, his desires 
become our desires, and his purpose becomes our own, 
then people won’t be able to help but notice. 
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So, take some time today to just be with Jesus. Speak  
to him about what’s going on in your heart and mind  
and life. And listen to what he is saying to you through  
his word. Read back through Acts 4:13-19 and listen to 
what he has to say to you through these words.

Day 5: Write it on your heart
Take some time today to read and listen to the words  
of Jesus in Matthew 28:18-20. You can look it up online 
and listen to it on audio if that helps. Begin to commit 
these words to memory, and ask Jesus to speak to you 
through them. 

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Weekend: Prayer Walk
Take a walk around your neighborhood, office, or school. 
Or maybe drive down to Carytown and take a walk 
around Cary and Colonial. As you walk, ask God to:
1. Call us out and equip us to lead on purpose in our 

homes, schools, workplaces, neighborhoods, and  
our church.

2. Give us opportunities and the willingness to be  
bold in our pursuit of his purpose for our lives and 
our community.

3. Work on our “accents”. Draw us in and shape our 
thoughts, desires, and intentions to be more like Jesus.
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WEEK 3

Day 1: The welfare of the city
We’ve often said that we don’t want to be the best church  
in the city, but we do want to be the best church for the city. 
It’s because we genuinely love it here. We love the people, 
the neighborhoods, the culture and the vibe. We know our 
city isn’t perfect, but when we see the vision, determina-
tion, and passion of the people who have chosen to call  
this place home, we like where it’s headed. 

Does that resonate with you? What is it about 
Richmond that speaks to you? What draws you in and 
makes you want to do life here? It’s hard to make an impact 
in a place you don’t love. Maybe you’re struggling with  
that right now. Maybe you’re frustrated with crumbling 
schools, ineffectual leaders, crime rates, poverty, high 
taxes and racial tension. We get it. These are definitely 
reasons to question and challenge what’s happening here, 
but they’re not reasons to give up. 

Take some time today to meditate on the words of the 
Lord ( Jeremiah 29:5-7 ) when the Israelites were in exile 
in Babylon. When we were just thinking about planting  
a church here in Richmond, we believe that God gave us 
these words to us, and they have been our mission, our 
mantra, and our rallying cry since day one.

Day 2: A hub of healing
What does it look like when Christianity impacts a city? 
If we take the example of the city of Ephesus in the book 
of Acts, we see that the presence of believers there had 
some serious and tangible impact. It had social impact. 
People’s lives were being changed. They were being 
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healed of both physical and spiritual oppression. It had 
economic impact. The changes that were taking place in 
the lives of these new believers actually had a measurable 
effect on the local economy. 

So, what about Area 10 in Richmond? Have the 
changed lives of believers here had a measurable impact 
on our city, socially and economically? And are we satis-
fied with a job well done? Or do we see more that needs  
to happen? Are there more opportunities to reach more 
people and to have a greater impact here? 

We believe there are many more opportunities,  
which is why we have our eyes on developing that piece  
of property at the end of Carytown. We want to use every 
resource available to us as we seek the welfare of our city, 
and to put down some physical roots that carry with 
them the potential for impact. We want to see individuals 
healed physically, emotionally, relationally, and spiritu-
ally, and to see that healing spill over into the physical, 
spiritual, social, and economic life of our city. 

Would you join us in praying specifically today for the 
physical space on Cary Street? Pray that it will become  
a hub of healing. A gathering place for social and rela-
tional healing. A source of economic impact. And most  
of all, a place where Richmonders encounter Love Beyond 
Reason in the person of Jesus Christ, who alone has the 
power to impact our lives for eternity. 

Day 3: Your first love
As vibrant as the church at Ephesus was, and for as  
much impact as it had on its city, both culturally and 
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economically, it actually didn’t end up fulfilling its  
mission long-term. Take a look at the words from 
Revelation 2:1-5:

There is a real danger for us here, and it’s one that the 
church at Ephesus, and unfortunately many churches 
since, have fallen prey to. It would be so easy to get caught 
up in buildings and programs and social change and forget 
about the whole point of it all, which is the love of Jesus. 

If we get that wrong, we might as well pack it up now 
and go home. Our calling is not simply to make Richmond 
a nicer place to live while we’re alive here on earth. Our 
calling is to “the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 
5:17-20). It is our job to be a light to our city, drawing 
people in and inviting them into relationship with Jesus, 
who is, and ever will be, our first love. 

Please join us in praying today that we will keep our 
first love, even as we seek the welfare of our city in these 
specific and tangible physical, social, and economic ways. 

Day 4: The long term
When God gives us a vision, he usually only lights the path 
one step at a time. It’s not for us to know what the future 
holds, but we are responsible to do the next right thing and 
take the next step he has for us as he reveals it to us. 

As we seek to follow him in this grand adventure of 
building and developing and growing, let’s ask the Lord 
to give us clarity at each step, the courage to follow his 
lead to the end, and the wisdom not to rush ahead of him.

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and 
a hope. —Jeremiah 29:11
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Day 5: Write it on your heart
Make it a point today to begin committing the words of 
Jeremiah 29:7 to memory and use them as a prayer that the 
Lord would show you how he wants to use you to impact 
our great city for his glory and for the salvation of many 
who do not yet know him. 

“Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into 
exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf.”

Weekend: Prayer Walk
Take some time this weekend to visit one of your favorite 
walkable places in Richmond. As you enjoy the beauty  
of the outdoors and the great culture and vibe of our  
city, thank God for this place that you love. And as you 
walk, ask him to show us where our city needs more  
of his redeeming love and grace. Ask him to lead us into 
those places, whether they be physical, social, economic, 
or spiritual, where his presence can heal what is broken 
and draw people into relationship with him through his 
son, Jesus. 

YOU’RE INVITED
24-hour Prayer Event
We will be spending 24 hours in continuous prayer 
as a church family on October 8 and 9 from 
Friday evening through Saturday evening. Sign up 
to join us for one or more 30-minute segments at 
Cartwheels & Coffee. Families are welcome and 
children are encouraged to participate. Sign up at 
area10church.com/beyond.
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WEEK 4

Day 1: Talk about it
Use the Conversation Guide and choose a time this week 
when you can get together with others to talk about the 
BEYOND campaign and the commitment you plan to make 
on October 9, Commitment Sunday. You can download  
a copy of the guide at area10church.com/beyond.

Set aside 30 minutes to an hour and try to minimize 
distractions. If you are single, you might schedule a time 
with a trusted friend or two to discuss your commitment. 
If you live with your family, schedule a time when the 
whole family can come together.

Use this time to encourage each other to think about how 
to give intentionally, sacrificially, and joyfully. Pray for each 
other as you make the decision about what and how to give. 
Thank God for bringing together this family of believers 
at Area 10, and ask him to help us make room for more.

Day 2: Write it on your heart
This week, begin to commit Matthew 6:19-21 to memory. 
And ask the Lord to give you wisdom, clarity, and cour-
age as you think about how you might begin to live more 
fully according to the idea of investing in the eternal  
and letting your heart follow your choices in the area  
of finances instead of the other way around.

Day 3: The things we love
Where is your heart today? Take a moment and think 
about the things, places, and people who occupy the  
most space in your thoughts and affections. 
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Now take a moment and think about your finances.  
Do you see a relationship between the things you love and 
the ways you spend your money? Some of them are pretty 
obvious. You love your family, so you put a roof over their 
heads. You love your pets, so you feed them. You love your 
friends, so you spend money on things like dinner dates 
and birthday parties and bridesmaid dresses. 

Now think about your relationship to Jesus. How does 
the way you spend your money reflect how you relate  
to him?

Take a few moments today and ask the Lord to begin 
to show you how your heart and your wallet are related. 
Trust that he knows you best and loves you in ways you 
can’t even fathom. And ask him to help you trust him 
with your heart and your wallet. 

Day 4: Treasure, then heart
Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21 that where our treasure is, 
that’s where our heart will be. When Christ spoke about 
this, he emphasized the importance of intentionally 
choosing where to put our treasure first, and then letting 
our hearts follow, rather than the other way around. 
Because our desires are so often short-sighted and easily 
captured, we need to make sure they’re not given free 
reign in our lives. 

Have you seen this principle at work in other areas  
of your life? Can you think of a time when you made an 
important decision based solely on how you felt about it? 
How did that go? 
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What about the reverse? Has there been a time when you 
weighed the options and made a choice, believing it was 
best, even if it wasn’t what you felt like doing at the time? 

It’s not that we should ignore our emotions. That would 
itself be foolish and shortsighted. But we should treat 
them as they are — a signal. They give us clues about 
what we believe and value. And they should be considered 
and challenged, not followed indiscriminately, especially 
when it comes to making important decisions about how 
we spend our time, energy, and money. 

Day 5: Something you love more
C.S. Lewis said, “I do not believe one can settle how much 
we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give 
more than we can spare. If our charities do not at all 
pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There 
ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do 
because our charitable expenditures excludes them.”

At Area 10, we have always talked about giving inten-
tionally, generously, and sacrificially. As you read the 
quote above, what strikes you about this idea of giving 
sacrificially? If you think about sacrifice as giving up 
something you love for something you love more, it 
doesn’t seem like such a daunting thing. The point,  
of course, isn’t simply to create discomfort. But often,  
it is in our discomfort that we grow the most. 

Take some time today to speak with the Lord about 
what sacrificial giving looks like in your life. Tell him 
what you’re really thinking and feeling. It’s okay —  
He can handle it. He knows it anyway. 

And ask him to show you a vision for your life that  
is bigger than the discomfort of the sacrifice, where you 
get to enjoy the reality of the thing you love more than 
whatever it is that you choose to give up. 
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Weekend: 24-hour Prayer Event
We will be spending 24 hours in continuous prayer as a 
church family this weekend from Friday evening through 
Saturday evening. Sign up to join us for one or more 30 
minute segments at Cartwheels & Coffee. Families are 
welcome and children are encouraged to participate.
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