
WEEK 5- BREAK THE JAR 

Read John 12:1-8 and try to put yourself in that room with them.  Just a short while ago, Jesus brought 
Lazarus, Mary and Martha’s brother, back to life. Now, everyone is in the living room hanging out and 
getting ready to share a meal together. Let me say that again-  Mary and Martha are about to kick it 
with Jesus and their brother Lazarus, who at one time was dead!  Can you imagine the gratitude Mary 
and Martha must have felt towards Jesus? 

That is the context in which Mary offers Jesus a gift. A gift that is not only financially substantial (about 
a year’s wages) but also a personal risk considering the culture she lives in. Rachel Held Evans writes: 

“Anointing Jesus’ feet models service, discipleship, and love… In a culture in which a woman’s touch 
was often forbidden, Mary dares to cradle the feet of Jesus in her hands and spread the oil across his 
ankles and toes with the ends of her hair. Rather than measuring out a small amount of oil, Mary breaks 
the jar lets it all pour out.  She’s all-in, fully committed, sparing no expense. The oil she may have been 
reserving for her own burial, or the burial of a loved one, has been poured out generously, without 
thought of the future.” 

Mary recognizes the dignity and greatness of Jesus and makes a sacrifice to make sure everyone else 
knows His worth as well. Some are appalled, confused, and disgusted by the gift.  They don’t get it. 
Mary doesn’t care. Her gift matches her gratitude. This is her act of worship. 

As I think about my family history and what my own trajectory should have been, I’m humbled and 
grateful for how Christ has transformed my life. I have seen Him come through time and time again as 
a Teacher, Healer, Protector, and Provider.  The proper response is gratitude and worship 

How has Christ impacted your life? What do you think a proper response is? What does that practically 
look like? These are the thoughts and questions we will explore in this week’s content. 



ICEBREAKER:  
What is something in your life right now that you are really thankful for? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

Read John 12:1-8 

1. Do you think there is any truth to what Judas brought up, even if his question came from 
ulterior motives? Should they have used the money for something else? 

2. Mary turned an ordinary dinner into an opportunity to show Jesus great honor to her 
friends and family. What are some ways could you make your home a space for honoring 
Jesus? 

3. Though Jesus probably didn’t literally raise your brother from the dead, how has He 
impacted/transformed your life?  

4. What is your jar (your gifts, talents, assets)? What does it look like for you to “break the 
jar” to point to and show gratitude towards Jesus?  

5. Journalist Matthew Parris once wrote, “As a confirmed atheist, I believe what Africa needs 
most is God, not aid.”  What Parris meant is that Christianity offers an infrastructure that 
allows aid to sustain itself.  Why do you think the Church can be so impactful in a 
community? 

6. How have you seen Area 10 be impactful in Richmond or in your own life? 

7. 5 years from now, 10 years from now…  in what ways do you dream of God using Area 10 
to serve the city? 

8. What does it look like for you to “break the jar” to help that dream become a reality? How 
are you going to be a part of blessing this city and pointing others to Jesus? 


